GRADE 12 COMPULSORY COURSE
DESCRIPTIONS
RELIGION
Religious Education: “Church and Culture”
Grade 12 University/College
HRE4M
This course has the aim of assisting students in understanding themselves as moral
persons living the way of Christ through an examination of ethical theories, the
revelation of sacred Scripture, and the experience and teaching of the Catholic Church.
While grounded in Revelation, the course also examines the contributions of Philosophy
and the sciences to a Catholic understanding of ethics and moral living. Students will
explore their own ethical and moral stance through an examination of various arenas of
life such as issues of justice and peace, freedom, reconciliation, family, marriage and
political life. This course is intended to prepare the senior student for the lifelong task of
discerning what is good and of God while growing in their ability to live accordingly as
moral persons and active, life giving members of a global society.
Prerequisite: Grade 11 University Religion or Grade 11 University English
Religious Education: “Church and Culture”
Grade 12 Open
HRE4O
This course has the aim of assisting students in understanding themselves as moral
persons living the way of Christ through an examination of ethical theories, the
revelation of sacred Scripture, and the experience and teaching of the Catholic Church.
It engages students in critical reflection on significant contemporary moral and ethical
issues in light of Scripture, Church teaching, and important thinkers. Social and
ecological justice issues are explored along with a study of topics that focus on Christian
mercy and forgiveness. The graces and challenges of relationships, marriage, and family
life are explored from a Catholic perspective. Students are challenged to articulate and
adopt the Christian stance in the political world.
Prerequisite: Grade 11 College or University Religion; or Grade 11 College or University
English
Philosophy: Questions and Theories
Grade 12, University Preparation
HZT4U
This course enables students to acquire an understanding of the nature of philosophy
and philosophical reasoning skills and to develop and apply their knowledge and skills
while exploring specialized branches of philosophy (the course will cover at least three
of the following branches: metaphysics, ethics, epistemology, philosophy of science,
social and political philosophy, aesthetics). Students will develop critical thinking and
philosophical reasoning skills as they formulate and evaluate arguments related to a
variety of philosophical questions and theories. They will also develop research and
inquiry skills related to the study and practice of philosophy.
Prerequisite: Any university or university/college preparation course in
social sciences and humanities, English, or Canadian and world studies

ENGLISH
English -Grade 12 University Preparation
ENG4U
This course emphasizes the consolidation of the literacy, communication, and critical
and creative thinking skills necessary for success in academic and daily life. Students
will analyse a range of challenging literary texts from various periods, countries, and
cultures; interpret and evaluate informational and graphic texts; and create oral,
written, and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be on using
academic language coherently and confidently, selecting the reading strategies best
suited to particular texts and particular purposes for reading, and developing greater
control in writing. The course is intended to prepare students for university, college, or
the workplace. Prerequisite: English, Grade 11, University Preparation
English - Grade 12 College Preparation
ENG4C
This course emphasizes the consolidation of literacy, communication, and critical and
creative thinking skills necessary for success in academic and daily life. Students will
analyse a variety of informational and graphic texts, as well as literary texts from various
countries and cultures, and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms for
practical and academic purposes. An important focus will be on using language with
precision and clarity and developing greater control in writing. The course is intended to
prepare students for college or the workplace.
Prerequisite: English, Grade 11, College Preparation
English - Grade 12 Workplace Preparation
ENG4E
This course emphasizes the consolidation of literacy, communication, and critical and
creative thinking skills necessary for success in the workplace and in daily life. Students
will analyse informational, graphic, and literary texts and create oral, written, and media
texts in a variety of forms for workplace-related and practical purposes. An important
focus will be on using language accurately and organizing ideas and information
coherently. The course is intended to prepare students for the workplace and active
citizenship. Prerequisite: English, Grade 11, Workplace Preparation
Onario Secondary School Literacy Course OLC4O
This course is designed to help students acquire and demonstrate the cross-curricular
literacy skills that are evaluated by the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT).
Students who complete the course successfully will meet the provincial literacy
requirement for graduation. Students will read a variety of informational, narrative, and
graphic texts and will produce a variety of forms of writing, including summaries,
information paragraphs, opinion pieces, and news reports. Students will also maintain
and manage a portfolio containing a record of their reading experiences and samples of
their writing.
Eligibility requirement: Students who have been eligible to write the OSSLT at least
twice and who have been unsuccessful at least once are eligible to take the course.
(Students who have already met the literacy requirement for graduation may be eligible
to take the course under special circumstances, at the discretion of the principal.)

